
CHAPTER XI

The Debts Paid

ttI[e was wounded for our transgressions, I[e was bruised

for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was uporr

Ilim; and with I{is stripes we are healed'
" Ile shall justify many, for Ile shall bear their iniquities'"

(Isaiah 53.)
" Ile that spared not His own Son, but delivereil tlim up

for us all, how shall IIe not with Him nlso freely give us

al l  th ings?" (Rom. 8r32,)
" And as Moses lifted up tho sot:perrt irr the wilderness,

even Bo must the Son of Man lro l if l ,r-rd up: that whosoever

believet;h in Him should not porislr, lxrt have eternal l i fe'"

(John 3:14,  l l t . )
" Ancl. I, if I lrc lifttrd up frorrr tho trarth, will clraw all men

unto Mo," (Jolur l?tl l?')

An I rLlttxl t lro lr lrr.rsrr<l ]rorrr of nty conversion from the

Inotttonl, l, lrnl, rrr.y l{nviotrl '  otttrto to rne as the orre who had

lr r t i r l  r r ry  t lc l r l ,n  r r t r t l  t lo l ivcrr r t l  r t to  f rom the burden of  my s ins

i ry  t r rk ing l , l t t ' t t t  t r lxr t r  l l inrsol f ,  tho only object  of  my humble

ll l lxrurn trtrt l 1lt ' ttv0rr nittrrr ', l tt l t l  been to present that truth to

uly (l(trtt '  <rotttt l,t ' .ytttrrtt no tl lrrttr ly that they might accept it '  arrd

lxi lurl lJry ttt I wtttt i tr i l 'n lxrsnt'ssion' What was then my joy

whorr I l irttrrrl irt l , l trr pl 'trgrrrtt tnarvelous mercies of God for

us, l, l trr trtorl, ttr lrtt i t ' tr lr ltr ttrgtrtntlnts and comparisons to make

t l ror t r  grr tn l l  t t t t r l ' t t t t tLr rs l , t t r< l  t ,hnt  mystery of  the lovo of  God,

nH t t t l t r l l t  aH l t t t t , l t  o t t t t  t t t l t lorst ;ancl  i t .
t l thrr srxrott<l l, i ttto I r:ttttttr lroc]r from the East, loaded with

llro clorrnl, iotts of out Chr:istian l lrethren to our new converts,

they lrn<l collto to ro<-roivtl me at the Kankakee station in a tri-
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umphal way, in order to give me a public expression of their

*."i"i.rf feelings' Mo,e t1tu" one hundred buggies and

;;;g;;t ove.loid"d with people, old and young' with flags in

th"-li hurt,l., preceded *y "uttiug" on my way horne' After

,olotirtg thed ancl on reaching the town of St' Anne' I re-

,lousteJ them to stop at the chapel that we might speud a

f'"* -o*"rrts in singing some of onr beautiful Flench hymns'

and bless our heavenly Father for tlis mercies towards us'

ift"t giving them some interesting details about the suc-

cess of -y futi efforts in collecting what wo wantecl to save

if,"it proinrties from the hands of their creditors' I asked

"r,ci Jbtnined permission to put a few questions to thern'

Acldressing, then, one of the most intelligent among them'

I askecl him if he had any objection to tell us witat was

the amount of his clebt to the money lenders of Kankakee'

" The amount of my mortgage," he answered' " waB $350 two

-onth" ugo." "Arrd had' you arrything to pay--that?" I

asked him] " I had not a cent," he answered'' o'You krrow

how I lost my crops by the frosts and the deluge which

visited us these last iwo y"*tt' My horses and my cattle had

p"*ft"a as well from the bad quality of the food as from the

iruot "o"., of that food.', ,,Now, do you owe anything ye!'

i",J"yf " I asked him. With a voice half suffocatecl with

emotiort, he answerecl, " No, sir, I do not owe a single centl

u,ry *ft"f" d'ebt is paid' The broker- whom I visited last

*eek, to my great surprise arrd joy, told me that before start-

irrg for your l"ast trip to the East, you^went to his office and

prfra ott it"t"t I owed. Ile added, that after paying the last cent'

i.r.t n"a hken the note I had given him from his hands'

i<rrn it into pieces, and thrown the fragments into-the fire

in order that nobocly could ever come against me with it'"

Adclressing the same dear convert again' I asked- rrim:

" Are you very sure ttrat this is not a fish story and a decep-

l,ion? IIow is it possibie that your debt is paid to the last

ct,ttt, evert before you knew it, when you had not given a

rrernt?" II" "rr"*ered: "I am sure that there is no deceit'
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uo imposture, in that affair. The broker who told me that
has no interest to deceive me. Besides that. I know that
you have done the same thitg for many others here arouncl
me. ft is a well,known fact that our mortgages have been
paid either by yourself or by the committee of which you are
president, and that our colony does not owe a single cent
more to the lenders of Kankakee; and we have no words to
tell you our joy, our gratitude to God, and to the benefactors
who have thus saved us from a sure and complete ruin."

After this honest man had given his views ancl expressed
his gratitude irr his simple language, f asked him if lie did
not find any comparison between this fact and ilre great mys-
tery of the salvation of the world through Christ, which
was the fundamental truth of the Gospel rr.ligion we had
lately accepted, " Yes, sir,tt he quickly answered, ,,there is
a great simil itude between theso two facts. Fol, just as our
Christian friends of the East have paicl our tlebts to the
last cent, through you, so our hoavenly Ftthcr had, sent His
Son Jesus to pay our cletrts to Tf is otolrral iustice, hy sherl-
ding His blood to the lust rlrop, nntl rl.ying on i lre cross. fn
both cost's the dobte hrvo lx'on lxrirl, and the clebtors saved
fronr l; lroir rlrorl itr.rrs wil, lrorrt pnyirrg a farthing. Our new
Chrisl, irrrr lrrtrl, lrrorr of .[)hilrrdolplrio, New Yorh, and Boston,
l tnvo r lono for  r rs  i r r  r r  r r r r r . l , r ' r . i r r l  wny wlrat  our  Sa.v iour  Jesus
Chr is t  hrrs  r lor r t r  i r r  n  n; r i r . i l , r r r r l  u , r tv  for  th is  per ish ing wor ld. , ,

T l t r r r r  orr r r  o f  l l r r r  <r lowr l  i r r  l , l r t . r  l lack seats said:  , ,The com_
porison is rrol, rlrrit,c trolr,t 'c1,, for when our Saviour paid our
dobts,  [ [ t , r l i r l  r rot  r rnh us l ,os ign any obl igat ion to repay that
to ot , l ror  pr ' , 'p i , ' .  l lu l ;  l , l r t r  conrru i l , tee (c .a l le t l  Chin iquy Commii -
tero) lrrr,s l irr 'corl gttvr'r 'nl of us, and I, one of them, to sign a
papor lt.y wlrirrlr wtr prorrristr to give a certain rent accorcling
to wlrrrl, wrul givorr us, to nupport a high school or college in
orr r  r r r  i<  ln i  . ' '

lfhtrsu nntlxlxrcted remarks came as a thunderbolt in a clear
sky antl t lrtry 611g11ie{ to make a deep impression.

f thought it my duty to answer and explain the mistake of
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that good. brother. " Do you not remember," I said, " that in
the beautiful parable of the rich man who had remitted the
debt of his poor debtor thero was the secret but binding con-
dition that the one to whom the debt had been remitted. was
obliged to do the same thing to his debtors? So it is with
you, my dear friends: do not think that the marvelous favours
our heavenly Father has grantetl you do not irnpose any
obligation.upon you. The admirable Christians of the East
are Protestants as you are to,clay. With you tltery protest
against the religion of Rome, which dercoives tht"r world by
teaching that the sinners are relievecl frour thoir sins by
going to confess to a priest and by doirrg pentruces, nl-rstainirrg
from meat on certain clays or by gninirrg intltrlgence, etc.
These new brethren believe, liko you, that they were sinuer's.
Through their sirrs they had contracted a heavy debt to the
justice of God. They even believe that that debt was so
great, that it was impossible for them to pay it. But
they believe, as you do to,day, that God Bo much loved them,
that lle sent IIis eternal Son, Jesus, to pay that debt, by
suffering the most terrible humiliations, agonies and death.
I;lowever, these arlmirable Christians of Philadelphia, New
York and Boston, do not rest there. They believe that Christ
has put upon every one of them an obligation to love you as
IIe loved them, to help you as Ele helped them. They be-
lieve, in a word. that they have only performed one of their
Christian duties in doing for you in a material way what
Christ had done for them in a spiritual way.

"Now do not forget it. By accepting Christ and IIis Gospel
:for your guide, you have accepted the obligation to do tr-r
trach other what Christ has donefor you. You must bear the
lrurden of edch other. Your life must be spent in doing
good to each otherr. The strong must help the weak, the rich
rnust help the poor. The fathers, moro than ever in the past,
rnust consecrate their resources, not only to the material, but
l,o the moral and intellectual advancement of their children.
This is why the committee has wisely invited you to take the
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public obligation to consecrate the interest of the large surns

of money sent you, to the support of a high school or a col-

lege where your own children will learn to become good

citizens and good Christians. Remark that it is not in favour

of strangers and people at a long distance, but that it is in

favour of yourselves (for your children are surely a part, if

not the better part, of yourselves) that you have contracted

tliat sacred obligation. It is the knowledge and practice of

that law that makes the Protestant nations so superior to the

Roman Catholics, It is to the knowledge and practice of

that divino law of mutual love and charity that you owe

to'day, the marvelous change of your position and the un-

speakable joy which fills your hearts, Surely you cannot

regret that the committee has invited you to accept that lov-

ing favour for yourselves and your children.tt

When I saw that these remarks had been woll understood,

I said: " This humble house of prayer, after witnessing our

tears of desolation, is to'day the witness of our joys: I hope

it will soon be the witness of our perfect consecration to the

service of God and the salvation of our countrymen who are

still under the heavy and ignominious yoke of the Pope,

Wherever I have been, through the Eastern and New Eng-

land Siates. I have seen an incredible number of French

Cannclian emigrants working in the factories' The greatest

pntt of them has been forced to leave Canada to escape the

tyr:trrrny ancl the rapacity of their Roman Catholic priests.

For nn soon aB they have a cent in Canada, you know it well,

lJroy mur+t give it for the souls in purgatory, scapularies,

motlnln, irnng<ls of saints-or they must give it to sing masses

trr got rtin if the woather is dry, or to stop the rain if there

is too rtrrrr ' lr of it,. What then remains of their money is
givorr l,o lrrriltl xplondid cathedrals with the palatial parson-

ngr,R nrrtl rrurrrrorirrn which cover the country.
"' l l lrrntgh sl, i l l  rrominnl Roman Catholics their faith is much

slttrl<otr. Mrtrry itro l lroo thinkers and infidels, for they have

nlrootl.y Loo rrtuclt irrtoll igcrr<re to believe the mummeries of
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the Church of Rome. But they know nothing of the Gospol,
for they have no one to give them its Divine and soul,saving
doctrines.

" Many of those dear countrymen have come to me and I
could not refrain my tears of compassion when some of them
have said, 'Can you not come to teach us the Gospel as you
have done in lllinois, or can you not sorrd some ono to do it
in your place?" The thought then came tome that it was an
obligation to all here to grant them their petition. In the
midst of so many new converts we must hope that the God
of the Gospel has already chosen some to go arrd give the
bread of life to those perishing souls, Aro there not here
somo mothers and fathers who will offer their sons to the
Lord for tirat holy work? Are there not here amorlg you, our
dear young men, sotne who will be happy to say to their
Saviour, 'tlere, I am ready to go at any risk and peril to
preach the Gospel to those who do not know it yet.' Let
some prayers go to the lVfercy Seat in every family, from to,day
to next Sabbath. in order to know ttre will of God on that
solemn question. Though I have not a cent, to'day, in hand,
for that great and glorious work, my trust in God is so great,
that f pledge myself to find the means we want for the young
men among us who will hear and obey the voice of heaven
when calling them to spread the light of the Gospel among
our Roman Catholic countrymen."

And with a short prayer and the singing of a hymn I dis-
missed the people.


